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CD Players
Place one cone directly under the transport, the second under the 
power supply (generally close to the AC input) and a third to balance 
the unit safely. CD players with tube output stages will often benefi t 
from a Kone positioned underneath the tubes themselves.

Integrated Amplifi ers 
First priority will be the power transformer, with the other two Kones 
arranged to provide stable support. If possible place one Kone under 
any tubes employed.

Pre-Amps 
These should be treated in the same way as integrated amps. However, 
those with external power supplies will require some experimentation. 
For the pre-amp itself, a good starting point is to place two Kones 
towards the rear of the unit with a single one placed centrally towards 
the front, while the power supply should again follow the rules for 
integrated amps.
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Power Amplifi ers 
The fi rst Kone should be placed beneath the power transformer, the 
others beneath the output stage(s) in such a way to balance the unit. 
If there are two power transformers, either place one Kone centrally 
between them or use two Kones under the transformers and the third 
to balance the unit. With tube amps, place at least one Kone under the 
output tubes. With a tube mono-bloc, if practical place the third Kone 
under the output transformer, although often this will depend on the 
weight distribution of the unit itself. 

Ringing the changes...
The basic rules outlined above should allow you to establish the 
optimum placement for any type of equipment, although it is always 
worth experimenting. Sometimes, moving a Kone by as little as half an 
inch can create a very worthwhile improvement. Likewise, the physical 
structure of a product can also effect the ideal placement, sometimes 
with unforeseen results so, if you fi nd an alternative placement superior, 
then stick with it. These suggestions will serve as a useful starting point, 
but they far from perfect or universal.
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Taking Things Further…

Whilst using three Sort Kones will produce excellent results, you can 
improve things still further by adding extra Kones. But rather than 
simply placing four Kones in a symmetrical arrangement, we’d suggest 
an alternative approach. Very few pieces of equipment have a chassis 
that is suffi ciently stiff or strong enough to resist twisting, especially 
those containing large power or output transformers. Place them on 
three Kones and the chassis will almost certainly bow in one direction 
or another. The way to add a fourth Kone to the set up is to start by 
supporting the unit on three Kones and then taking the fourth, slide 
it around beneath the unit until it “grounds” on a low point in the 
base-plate. This will be under tension and form a vibrational node for 
mechanical energy, so placing your fourth Kone here will prove most 
effective, even if it isn’t pleasingly symmetrical. In fact, you can extend 
the approach and add a fi fth Kone, a measure that is particularly 
effective under large, stereo tube amps, with their three large 
transformers.

Although the Sort Kones are available individually, we would not 
recommend mixing and matching the different Kones under a single 
unit. However, there is of course a benefi t to be had by prioritizing 
your primary reproductive chain and using higher grade Kones in these 
critical applications. 

Further Information
Sort Kones are available through all Nordost authorized dealers and 
distributors, who can advise on their application to your specifi c 
equipment and system.

If you would like additional information or advice please contact Nordost 
Customer Services at sales@nordost.com or call +1-508-881-1116.

Nordost   93 Bartzak Drive   Holliston   MA 01746   USA
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